science basis and asks: 'What is religion?' More recently, learning from religions adds further reflection on life's purpose. This approach, sometimes combined with learning about religions, relates to ethics and social justice. This has a philosophical basis, asking: 'What does religion mean? And how can it be applied?' Studies of Religion scholar Tim Jensen warns that this approach (and language) might lead dangerously back to theological catechism (Jensen 2008, 137) and it is important to heed that warning.
These different approaches to religion in education have distinctly different outcomes. One REDCo researcher noted that "teaching which provides students with encounters with a plurality of interpretations…in dialogue with reflections on their own pre-suppositions, is likely to promote the development of both their critical thinking and their capacity for impartiality" (Jackson 2012a, 7-8). The REDCo findings suggest that the study of diverse religions, as an intercultural education exercise, is both possible and beneficial.
Quebec: A Secular, Democratic Approach
Providing policy direction for this notion, of religion education supporting multicultural and democratic objectives, Canada's Supreme Court, in 2012, defended the mandatory nature of Quebec's Ethics and Religious Cultures (erc) program. The Court upheld the program's no opt-out provision with the argument that a critical approach to religion in schools serves the interests of the state to facilitate social harmony (see Lefebvre, this volume). erc curriculum documents recognise a variety of religions and worldviews including: Christianity, Judaism, Native spirituality, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Orthodoxy, "other religions" and "other forms of expression…that inspire different ways of thinking, being and acting" (Education, Loisir et Sport Québec, 2008) . The erc program rationale notes that grouping students together, rather than segregating based on faith, "promotes attitudes of tolerance, respect and openness, and prepares students to live in a pluralist and democratic society" (Ibid. 2008, 292-296) . The program's intention (even if not achieved in practice) aims for inclusion and equity, which the Court linked to a guiding secularism. A decade earlier, the Canadian Court defended secularism in the school context as being "aimed at fostering tolerance and diversity of views" (Chamberlain v. Surrey School District [2002] ). Maintaining that position in 2012, the Court ruled that state education regarding religion must be 'neutral' and 'secular' (S. L. v. Commission scolaire des Chênes [2012] ).
